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Abstract
Rape myths persist among college students for a variety of reasons, and therefore rape
remains a serious problem on college campuses. Past research has consistently shown
that there is a relationship between traditional gender role attitudes and belief in rape
myths. For example, Szymanski, Devlin, Chrisler, and Vyse (1993) found that men with
traditional gender role attitudes believe in more rape myths. Studies suggest that
traditional gender role attitudes have decreased as women have entered the work force ,
and that individuals who grow up in egalitarian households are less likely to hold
traditional gender role attitudes. This study examines the extent to which growing up in
an egalitarian family affects traditional gender role attitudes and the acceptance of rape
myths. Gender differences in beliefs will also be examined. The data for this study was
collected from 100 college students enroJled at a mid-sized private university using a
self-administered questionnaire. This survey included the modified Illinois Rape Myth
Acceptance Inventory, the BEM sex role inventory, General Social Survey measures of
gender role attitudes, as well as questions regarding family structure. It was found that
students from egalitarian households were less likely to hold traditional gender role
attitudes and were less accepting of rape myths. Furthermore, it was supported that
gender role attitudes mediated the relationship between family context and the acceptance
of rape myths.
The Impact of Family Context, Gender, and Gender Meanings on the Acceptance of Rape Myths
Rape on college campuses is a serious problem. Sexual assaults and rapes occur
much more frequently than reported and have a drastic impact on the victim.
Approximately one in four college women have survived rape or attempted rape, and in
the last 10 years, only 30% of rape survivors reported their victimization to the police
(Warsaw, 1994 & Rennison, 2002, Finkelson & Oswalt, 1995). The stereotypical
"classic rape" does happen, but acquaintance rape and date rape are significantly more
frequent, but these assaults are rarely reported. While the reported number of rapes or
attempted rapes varies, the statistic remains alarming. Clearly, policy changes are needed
to combat this issue. The denial by both "college authorities and victims does not
encourage programs for prevention and treatment" (Finkelson and Oswalt 1995).
Interwoven with the lack of reporting and high incidence of rape is adherence to rape
myths.
Research has consistently indicated that many sexual assault incidents are not
reported to the police, partially because many victims do not view their experience as
rape or assault. Rape myths can be defined as, "prejudicial ways of thinking about rape,
false beliefs about rape, and stereotypes about rape, and stereotypes about rape victims
and rapists" (Sapp et. a1. 1999). These myths trivialize sexual assault and rape by shifting
the blame from the assailant to the victim. A victim's adherence to rape myths impacts
whether he or she defines his or her experience as rape. Rape myth acceptance is a
function of the "attitudes, background, experience, and personality of the observer."
People who adhere to rape myths are more likely to ascribe higher levels of blame to
victims. These attributions of blame have far-reaching consequences and show a society-
wide problem. Both men and women subscribe to these myths, although perhaps for
different reasons. Women accept rape myths to protect themselves from the idea that
they themselves could be vulnerable to rape. For example, female participants in a study
conducted by Kerodal and Bartholomew (2007), read a scenario depicting a rape and then
answered questions. About half of respondents described the event in legal terms, and
only a quarter of respondents described it as a rape. Respondents were also more likely
to make victim-blaming statements when the victim was female rather than when the
victim was male (with the cause commonly cited as consuming alcohol or not takins
b
more safety precautions) (Kerodal & Bartholomew 2007).
There have also been studies that focus exclusively on males. Lev-Wiesel (2004)
interviewed male students about their perceptions of rape, rapists, and their own capacity
for rape as a planned act. She found that most of the participants expressed loathing and
anger toward rapists, thought that rapists had a lower educational background and/or
were mentally disturbed, that they had high sexual needs, uncontrolled sexual urges, and
emotional instability. Seventy percent believed that alJ rapists had suffered some form of
abuse during childhood, and some thought that at some point the process of socialization
had failed for rapists. However, 50% of the men said that sometimes individuals who
rape should not be regarded as rapists, but rather as people caught in a unique context.
"Those who denied being capable of raping in any circumstance were less likely to blame
the victim for being raped, whereas those who admitted being capable of raping tended to
blame the victim as well as the peer group influence" (Lev-Wiesel 2004). It was also
found that rapists were perceived as having low levels of self-control and as behaving
impulsively, yet rape was perceived as a planned act. These beliefs are alJ demonstrative
of adherence to rape myths.
Another important factor for determining attitudes toward rape is gender. Gender ,
however, is a complicated variable. It is more complex than simply answering female or
male on a survey; it includes beliefs about gender roles as well as gender attitudes.
Gender roles regard the public image that an individual presents to others of being a male
or a female. They are behavior expectations about being male or female, including ideas
about tasks that are defined as male or female. Gender attitudes are beliefs about
characteristics associated with males or females. Traditional gender role attitudes include
ideas about women being stay at home mothers and men being breadwinners, and ideas
about which jobs are suitable for which gender. There have been studies that suggest that
men may identify with rapists more than women- not because they are also males but
because they are powerful (strong, assertive, and dominant) which is seen as a male trait
whereas women will identify with the victim more because she is less powerful (Kahn et,
a1. 2011). The gender of the assailant does, however, change with whom the participant
identifies. Women identified more with the victim when the assailant was the other
gender than when the assailant was the same gender as the victim (Kahn et. a1. 2011).
Overall, however, women who generally lack power compared to men tended to identify
with less powerful others (the victims). Men, on the other hand, who generally have
more power in society may relate power to masculinity and identify more with the
powerful others (the assailants). There is a tendency, however, to relate to members of
the same gender. Kahn et. al, (20J 1) also found that women blamed the assailant more
than did men regardless of the gender of the victim or the assailant.
There is a clear relationship between college students' gender roles and their
attitudes toward rape. In a study by Szymanski et. al. (1993), participants read a rape
scenario and then answered questions, including the well-validated BEM sex role
inventory. The BEM sex role inventory categorized individuals into three sex types-
androgynous, female sex-typed, or male-sex typed. They found that the effects of gender
role and the interaction of gender and gender role were not significant, but that gender did
have a significant effect. Subjects classified as masculine differed from those classified in
the other BEM categories (feminine and androgynous), but not significantly. Overall, the
strongest indicator was gender.
Obviously the impact of gender on attitudes toward rape is well documented.
However, there is good reason to believe that gender roles also play an important role.
Women are socialized to be more passive while men are socialized to be more dominant
(Kiefer & Sanchez 2007). This in itself is inherently related to sexual assault. One area
where gender roles are particularly salient is in an intimate context. Men and women
may feel compelled to conform to gender roles during sexual encounters, and gender role
conformity indirectly depresses sexual satisfaction for women but not men because
traditional gender-based sexual roles dictate sexual passivity for women and sexual
agency for men (Kiefer & Sanchez 2007). For example, heterosexual men report
initiating sex more frequently than their partners. Similarly, adolescent girls frequently
describe their first sexual experiences as just happening to them. Since sexual passivity
may undermine autonomy, it has broad implications for intimate sexual relationships
(Kiefer & Sanchez 2007). Traditional gender role endorsement correlated with more
passive behavior for women and less passive behavior for men. This is indicative of
historical gender norms; for centuries norms have dictated submission and passivity for
women and dominance and agency for men.
Estimates of the incidence of rape vary widely; this is partially due to the different
definitions of rape. When more feminist definitions of rape are used (any type of forced
intimacy) the incidence of rape appears higher, versus when the FBI definition is used
(earn al know ledge gained by force and the nonconsent of the victi m). Gilmartin- Zen a
(1988) found that somewhere between 24 and 50 percent of women in this country have
been or will be sexually victimized during the course of their lifetimes. Gilmartin-Zena
(1988) also found that about a third of college women have been sexually victimized, and
seven to 25 percent of children have been sexually victimized. Other studies say that ooe
io four college womeo have been victimized, or that 15 percent of college women have
been victimized (szymaski et. al. J 993). While these numbers vary from study to study
depending on a number of factors, tbey do not change the fact that rape and sexual assault
are severe problems that need to be addressed; particularly on college campuses. For
example, Grubb and Turner (2012) found that rape myth acceptance is linked to
attribution of blame in rape cases, with high levels of rape myth acceptance translating
into higher levels of victim blame. They also round that victims were blamed to a greater
degree if they had consumed alcohol before the rape. Sapp et. al. (1999) demonstrated
that men generally hold the following beliefs regarding rape: men cannot be raped,
individuals rape because they cannot get sex except through force, weapons are used
during rape, and rape does not have social implications. These are just some of the
popular misconceptions about rape that are prevalent in our society.
These myths are problematic for a number of reasons. Girls acceptance of such
views may impact their capacity to recover from sexual assault because, "sexual assault
myths promote self-blame by the victim, particularly in the case of acquaintance assault
,
and this self-blame may discourage the woman from dealing appropriately with her
experience and seeking recovery resources" (Davis & Lee 1996). Adherence to these
myths is difficult to measure without being too blatant. However, recently McMahon and
Farmer (2011) revised the Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale to make it more relevant
to college students. The phrasings of the questions as well as some of the statements
were changed in order to obtain more accurate data.
Gender roles and beliefs about gender norms may be determined by family
structures. Children from egalitarian households may have different ideas about gender
roles than children from unequal households or single-parent homes. More specifically,
the literature suggests that males raised in a family with a female head of household have
less traditional gender role attitudes. Egalitarian households consist of two-parents with
each parent sharing an equal amount of power. Geoder role attitudes have been measured
by the General social Survey (GSS) for decades. Over time, the items used to measure
gender role attitudes have changed, been added, or have been taken away. The essence of
what is being measured, however, has remained the same. Using this data, trends emerge
over the course of time. During the 1990s there was a shift in almost all cohorts and at all
levels of education and income toward a plateau of gender role attitudes. From the 1970s
to 1994, gender attitudes became increasiogl y egalitari an (Cotter et. al. 2011). After
J 994 gender role attitudes fell slightly then stabilized, and there has been little movement
since. There are several factors that could have caused this change. One of these is the
cultural attack on feminist equality. Another is that a new definition of "egalitarian
essentialism" has risen which includes support for stay-at-home mothering along with
1lF" PIX. --'. --" ...
feminist rhetoric and choice (Cotter et. a1.2011). Thirdly, cohort differences have
become less noticeable since the baby boom, and only small differences separate those
born right after WWIl from the most recent cohorts. Another factor is a more cultural
explanation. This is the supposed discovery that "you can't have it all." Women who
had bought in to the feminist agenda discovered its limitations- women who had
postponed marriage confronted a man shortage while their biological clocks made them
desperate, and working women were being forced to choose between parenting and
careers. The media targeted these themes, and stories about abuse in day cares and the
glorification of celebrity moms were rampant (Cotter et. a1. 2011). The findings show
that differences across work and family groups are sharpest for respondents with
children. Overall, the GSS shows a steady liberalization in gender role attitudes that
stopped in the mid-1990s and has changed little since. Like the analysis by Cotter et. al
(2011), Fortin (2008) also used a limited section of the GSS for measuring gender role
attitudes. This article focused on the underling reasons behind women's participation in
the labor force. One of these reasons is their gender role attitudes. Women have a long
list of competing roles and identities, and adding career woman to the list changes how
they make decisions about fertility and labor markets (Fortin, 2008). Thus individual
who have working mothers experience different family norms and generally belong to a
more egalitarian family.
Traditional gender role attitudes as measured by the GSS reflect beliefs that men
and women have different strengths and abilities, and that they should behave in different
ways according to these strengths and abilities. Typically, this also involves the belief
that women should stay at home and take care of children while men work. This does not
reflect an egalitarian household.
Hypotheses
It is hypothesized that students from egalitarian households (with parents who share
an equal amount of power) will be less likely to hold traditional gender role attitudes and
will be less accepting of rape myths and that students from less egalitarian households
will be more likely to hold traditional gender role attitudes and will be more accepting of
rape myths. Furthermore, it is predicted that gender meanings (gender role attitudes and
gender) will mediate the relationship between family context and the acceptance of rape
myths.
Method
Participants
The respondents completed a survey that included the BEM sex role inventory, the
modified Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Inventory, questions from the General Social
Survey, as well as questions regarding family structure. Demographic questions
appeared first, followed by the modified lllinois Rape Myth Acceptance Inventory,
followed by the BEM sex role inventory, followed by questions from the GSS, and
finally questions regarding family structure.
Questionnaire packets were distributed to various undergraduate classes, and to two
Greek houses on campus. Students were asked to volunteer to participate in the study by
completing the survey, and they were not compensated in any way. All subjects read a
study information sheet that included contact information and information about
confidentiality. By participating in the survey, they demonstrated informed consent.
After reading the information sheet, participants completed the questionnaire by
Rape Myths
The modified Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Inventory measured college students'
acceptance of rape myths. The scale consists of four subscales that are indicative of
various rape myths: she asked for it, it wasn't really rape, he didn't mean to, and she lied.
Participants indicated their level of agreement with each statement by circling their
response on a likert scale ranging from one to five. These responses were then reverse
coded so that higher scores reflected more agreement with the statement. Statements that
reflected belief in each subscale were grouped together to form measurements for each
sub scale. Each of the subscales had a high degree of reliability among the
undergraduates surveyed (she lied o= .87, she asked for it a,= .89, he didn't mean to u=
.77, and it wasn't really rape a,= .90). The subscales were then combined to form an
overall measurement reflecting rape myth acceptance (u= .94). Examples of these
statements include: rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at guys
(under the subscale she lied), when girls go to parties wearing slutty clothes, they are
asking for trouble (under the subscale she asked for it), if a guy is drunk, he might rape
someone unintentionally (under the subscale he didn't mean it), and if a girl doesn't say
answering questions on a likert scale. The scales varied by instrument, and instructions
were clearly labeled on each page.
I used a convenience sample of 100 students from a small, private, Midwestern
university (Butler University). There were 29 male and 71 female respondents. They
ranged in age from 18 to 24, with a mean age of 19.6 years. Of these participants, 92
were white and 8 were nonwhite.
Measures
no she can't claim rape (under the subscale it wasn't really rape). The modified lllinois
Rape Myth Acceptance Inventory can be viewed in Appendix A.
Gender and Gender Role Attitudes
Gender is a complicated construct that needs to be measured in more than one way.
In this study, the BEM sex role inventory and a set of questions from the General Social
Survey were both used to assess gender and gender role attitudes. The BEM sex role
inventory measured the masculinity, femininity, or androgyny of each participant. Each
individual is categorized according to how well various characteristics describe him or
her. Examples of these characteristics include shy, athletic, assertive, sympathetic, and
jealous. This shows how masculine or feminine each person views himself or herself.
Additionally, questions were taken from the General Social Survey to assess adherence to
traditional gender roles. Participants ranked their level of agreement with various
statements on a likert scale ranging from one to four with higher scores reflecting more
agreement with traditional gender roles (0.= .78). Examples of these statements include it
is more important for a wife to help her husband's career than to have one herself, and a
preschool child is likely to suffer if his or her mother works. Each statement from the
General Social Survey and the BEM sex role inventory can be referenced in Appendix A.
Family structure
Participants were asked to indicate family structure according to seven categories:
lived with biological/adoptive parents, parents divorced and lived with mother only,
parents divorced and lived with father only, parents divorced and lived with mother and
stepfather, parents divorced and lived with father and stepmother, parents divorced and
lived part time with mother and part time with father, and other. The vast majority of
participants in this sample live with their biological/adoptive parents, so the variable was
recoded to two categories: lived with biological/adoptive parents, and other to assess
family structure.
Whether or not these families were egalitarian was assessed through the
measurement of mother working. Respondents indicated if their mother worked, and if
so, how many hours per week she worked when the respondent was in elementary school
and in high school. Mother working, particularly mother working full time is indicative
of an egalitarian family since having two working parents necessitates a more equal
division of household tasks. The responses to these questions were then coded in such a
way to form various dichotomous dummy variables; mother working full time versus all
other options, mother working part-time versus all other options, and mother not
working. These questions can be referenced in Appendix A.
Results
Descriptive statistics on the variables included in this study are presented in Table
1. The sample was 71% female and 29% male, with a majority white population
(71.43%). Additionally, 69% of the sample belonged to a Greek house.
Descriptive statistics for the predictors are also provided in Table 1. The majority
of parti cipants (85.7%) came from an intact fam ily, operati onalized as living with two
biological or adoptive parents. Overall, 60% had mothers who worked fulltime, 9% had
mothers who worked part time, and 31% had mothers who did not work at all. Scores on
the sender role attitude questions from the Geoeral Social Survey reveal less traditional
1:0
gender role attitudes.
Table 1 here
Scores on the modified Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Inventory ranged from 44 to
119 with higher scores reflecting more agreement with and acceptance of rape myths.
The inventory can be broken down into four subscales thus demonstrating the adherence
to various types of rape myths. The subscale with the most variability was she asked for
it (SD= 5.879), and the subscale with the strongest adherence was he didn't mean it (M=
20.35). This means that students moderately accepted the rape myths, but they showed
weak support; acceptance scores were fairly low across all subscales.
The significant correlations between these variables provide support for the
previously stated hypotheses. It was hypothesized that participants from egalitarian
households would be less likely to hold traditional gender role attitudes. There is a
significant negative relationship between mother working fulltime and gender role
attitudes with r= -.36, P < .05. Additionally it was hypothesized that these same students
would be less accepting of rape myths. There is a significant negative relationship
between mother working fulltime and two of the four rape myth subscales (he didn't
mean to, and it wasn't really rape) with r= -.24, p< .01 and r= -.22, p< .01 respectively.
Additionally, it was hypothesized that gender attitudes would mediate the relationship
between family context and acceptance of rape myths. There is a significant positive
relationship between gender role attitudes as measured by the General Social Survey and
rape myth acceptance with r= .31, p< .05. This same significant positive relationship
applied to each of the four subscales.
The BEM sex role inventory divides the sample in to three categories; masculine,
feminine, and androgynous. BEM masculinity is positively correlated with the rape myth
subscale she asked for it with r= .23, r< .10. Additionally, BEM femininity is negatively
correlated with three for the four subscales (excluding h did 't .e I n mean to) WIth r= .32, p <
.05 for the comprehensive rape myth scale.
Table 2 here
Furthermore, there is support for a mediation model according to the logic of Baron
and Kenny (1986). Three models were used, with each model incorporating more items
and accounting for more of the variance in rape myth acceptance. In the first model ,
demographic variables are held constant. Additionally, mother working fulltime, the
opel'ationalization of an egalitarian household, was significantly related to lower
acceptance of rape myths; for every unit increase in mother working there was a 5.866
unit decrease in acceptance of rape myths (p< .10). In the second model gender role
attitudes were taken in to account. When controlling for gender role attitudes (as
measured by the General Social Survey), mother working was no longer significant. The
third model incorporated the BEM sex role inventory as well, and again mother workinzb
was no longer significant. However, with the two measures of gender attitudes, both the
gender role attitudes (measured by the General Social Survey) and the gender roles
(measured by the BEM sex role inventory) were significantly related to rape myth
acceptance. Less traditional gender role attitudes was related to lower acceptance of rape
myths, and femininity on the BEM scale was related to lower acceptance of rape myths
(p< .05 for each measure).
Subsequent regression analysis revealed differences in rape myth acceptance by
subscale. The subscales of she lied and of she asked for it do not match the overarching
mediation model. For the subscale she lied, gender role attitudes and femininity are
significant predictors of rape myth acceptance. For the subscale she asked for it, gender
role attitudes, masculinity, and femininity are significant predictors of rape myth
acceptance. The subscales he didn't mean to and it wasn't really rape do fit with the
larger mediation model. With the subscale he didn't mean to, mother working fulltime
was a significant predictor until controlling for gender role attitudes. This same result
occurred with the subscale of it wasn't really rape.
Table 3 here
Discussion
The findings of this study are consistent with a mediation model according to the logic of
Baron and Kenny (1986). A mediation model explains the relationship between two
variables via the mechanism of a third (mediating) variable. In this case, family structure as
measured by mother working was significantly related to rape myth acceptance, and gender
meanings mediated this relationship.
As women have entered the workforce, families have become more egalitarian.
There are several factors that help account for this. For example, "higher education is
associated with more liberal gender role attitudes" (Cotter et. a1., 2011). Generally speaking,
"women's employment is associated with more egalitarian gender role attitudes," and this
association was supported by this study. Additionally, there has been a "general cultural
change in gender attitudes, but that change was felt most strongly by high income households
with working mothers" (Cotter et. al., 2011). This is also reflected in the current results in
that the majority of participants lived in higher income households with working mothers.
Overall, "women's labor force participation is strongly associated with gender role attitudes,"
which matches both previous hypotheses and findings of this study. On a larger scale,
"structural changes in American society, including higher education and more women
working in higher status positions, helped give more recent cohorts more liberal gender
attitudes" (Cotter et. al., 2011). While this study only includes one cohort, there is support
for this logic. Overall, the gender role attitudes of this sample were more egalitarian (less
traditional) than not. Importantly, each subsequent GSS survey has shown a small but
consistent increase in gender egalitarian attitudes, meaning that gender role attitudes have
become less traditional over time. This is also reflected in this study in the gender role
attitudes of these participants.
Previous research consistently shows a relationship between gender and rape
myths. Gender, however, is measured differently from author to author. Szymanski et. al.
(1993) utilized the BEM sex role inventory. Similar means for masculine, feminine, and
androgynous groups were found in this study as well. These categories reflect how
individuals view themselves in terms of gender. The BEM sex role inventory is useful for
understanding perceptions of gender, but alone it does not provide a full picture. Therefore,
questions from the General Social Survey were also used in the current study to provide a
more nuanced assessment of gender, gender roles, and gender role attitudes. These questions
assess gender role attitudes, and reflect more general attitudes rather than perception of self.
Individuals have different experiences according to gender, and they have "differential
patterns of socialization wherein males are rewarded for their aggressive behaviors while
females are reinforced for their passive behaviors" (Gilmartin-Zen a, 1988). More
specifically, intimate contexts make gender roles salient. Therefore, men and women may
feel compelled to conform to gender roles during sexual encounters. This means different
types of behavior for males and females. "Gender role endorsement was correlated with
more passive behavior for women but less passive behavior for men ... and greater sexual
agency for men but less sexual agency for women" (Kiefer & Sanchez, 2007). This means
that women behave more passively in sexual situations than men.
Finally, rape myth acceptance among the participants in this study replicated the
findings of McMahon and Farmer (2011), of Szymanski et. a1. (1993), and Gilmartin-Zena
(1988). Specifically, "men have been found to have significantly more pro rape attitudes
than women, " and, "men held significantly stronger beliefs in rape myths than women"
(Szymanski et. al., 1993). Additionally, "women are significantly more likely to reject many
of these rape myths and to be more sympathetic toward sexual assault victims," and "gender
differences were evidenced in the respondents attitudes about rape myths ... and women were
more likely to reject these myths" (Gilmartin-Zen a, 1988). Interestingly, there were different
levels of acceptance of rape myths by subscale and different independent variables that were
significant predictors of rape myth acceptance. Only the subscales of he didn't mean it and
of it wasn't really rape it the mediation model. This relationship was strong enough to drive
the mediation model for the comprehensive rape myth acceptance scale, and it has
implications for the overall analysis. The statements that fall under the subscales of it wasn't
really rape and of he didn't mean both focus on male behavior whereas the other two
subscales (she lied and she asked for it) focus on female behavior. Perhaps this is due to
gender differences. Future research should address these findings and investigate them
further.
Obviously rape and rape myths remain a significant problem on college campuses.
"Nearly 37% of the college women surveyed have been either sexually abused or assaulted,
while only 9% of their male counterparts define their behaviors as sexually abusive or
assaultive" (Gilmartin-Zena, 1988). These percentages may be influence by adherence to
rape myths. Importantly, "rape is not a surprising social problem but rather the inevitable
consequence of our cultural patterns" (Gilmartin-Zen a, 1988). These larger structural issues
need to be addressed in order to decrease the prevalence of rape myths in our culture.
The implications of this study are many. Support is provided for the concept that
gender is a complicated variable that should be measured in more than one way. Assessing
gender roles and gender role attitudes was one method of doing this, and future research
should consider similar methodology. On a larger scale, there is also support for the idea that
individuals from egalitarian homes have a lower acceptance of rape myths. Egalitarian
households have become more common over time, and they continue to be on the rise, and
perhaps acceptance of rape myths will similarly decline. Additionally, this relationship is
mediated by gender meanings (a complex understanding of gender). This provides a greater
understanding of these variables in general, as well as the nature of the relationship between
family structure and rape myth acceptance.
There were several limitations to this study. The sample size is small and not
particularly representative. Therefore, these results cannot be generalized to a larger
population. AdditionallY, there is not much variation in some of the critical variables (like
family structure) thus limiting possible analyses. In the future, with a larger sample size, it
would be interesting to look at differences in rape myth acceptance by gender according to
family structure- perhaps males from single mother households have different acceptance
levels of rape myths than males from intact households. Another limitation is the nature of
the study. Since this is cross-sectional data, causal statements cannot be made accurately.
Conducting this study over time would auow for more precise conclusions.
=---=--=--------
Table 1
Descriptive Statistics
Variable M
SD Range n
Demographics
Age 19.61
1.171 18-24 100
Female 0.71
0.456 0-1 100
Greek 0.69
0.464 0-1 100
Race 0.71
0.487 0-1 100
Predictors
Intact Family 0.857
0.351 0-1 98
Mother 0.60
0.492 0-1 100
Work Full-
time
Mother work 0.09
0.287 0-1 100
Part-time
GSSGender 8.65
2.965 5-18 100
Role
Attitudes
BEM
4.99 0.711 3.32-8.11
99
Masculinity
BEM
4.98 0.708
3.45-8.45 100
Femininity 0.647
BEM
4.67
3.60-8.00 99
Androgyny
Dependent
Variable
Rape Myth
69.36 16.841
44-119 100
Acceptance 16.53 4.307
10-29
She Lied
100
Subscale
She Asked
19.15 5.879
12-35 100
For It
Subscale 4.573
He Didn't
20.35
12-30 100
Mean It
Subscale
ItWasn't
13.33 4.371
10-30 100
Really Rape
Subscale
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Table 3
Regression Models
MODEL1 MODEL 2
MODEL3
b Beta b
Beta b Beta
Constant 53.578
46.094 69.891
Age 0.766
.054 .404 .028 -.054 -.004
Greek 3.855
.105 2.739 .075 1.885 .051
Race 7.970
.130 8.802 .144 6.223 .103
Female -10.201 *
-.278 -8.342* -.228 -3.978 -.107
Intact family .559
.012 1.586 .033 1.445 .031
Mother works -5.866 -.172 -3.429
-.100 -3.074
Fulltime
-.090
GSSscale
1.251 * .222 1.326* .238
Masculinity
4.238 .175
Femininity
-5.370* -.230
Androgyny
-2.096 -.082
R2 .132
.171 .246
**p<O.Ol, *p<0.05
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Appendix A: Instruments for Key Variables
Modified Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance S I
PI
. di I ca eease m icate lOW strongly you agree or disazree with each of th ,t• .' to>. e s atements below b
circling the appropnate number. Please use the following response 0 tions: y
1= strongly agree p
2= agree
3= neither agree nor disagree
4= disagree
5= strongly disagree
Subscale: She Lied
A lot of times, girls who say they were raped agreed to have sex andl
then regret it.
Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at guys. 1
A lot of times, girls who say they were raped often led the guy 1
on and then had regrets.
A lot of times, girls who claim they were raped just have 1
emotional problems.
Girls who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claiml
that it was a rape.
2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
2 345
Subscale: She Askedfor It
If a girl is raped while she is drunk, she is at least somewhat 1 2 3 4 5
responsible for letting things get out of control.
When girls go to parties wearing slutty clothes, they are asking 1 2 3 4 5
for trouble.
If a girl goes to a room alone with a guy at a party, it is her own 2 3 4 5
fault if she is raped.
If a girl acts like a slut, eventually she is going to get in to trouble. 1 2 3 4 5
When girls are raped, it's often because the way they said no was 1 2 3 4 5
unclear.
Subscale: He Didn '[Mean It
If a girl initiates kissing or hooking up she should not be surprised 1 2 3 4 5
it a guy assumes she wants to have sex.
When guys rape it is usually because of their. strong desir~ for sex. 1 2 3 4 5
Guys don't usually intend to force sex on a girl but sometimes theyl 2 3 4 5
get too sexually carried away.
Rape happens when a guy's sex drive gets o~t of ~ontrol. 1
2 3 4 5
If a guy is drunk, he might rape.someon~ unll1tentIona~ly., .
1 2 3 4 5
It shouldn't be considered rape If a guy IS drunk and didn t realize 1 2 3 4 5
what he was doing.
Subscale: It Wasn 'f Really Rape
If both people are drunk, it can't be rape. 1 2 3 4 5
If a girl doesn't physically resist sex- even if protesting verbally- 1 2 3 4 5
it can't be considered rape.
If a girl doesn't physically fight back, you can't really say it was 2 3 4 5
rape.
A rape probably didn't happen if the girl has no bruises or 1 2 3 4 5
marks.
If the accused "rapist" doesn't have a weapon, you can't really 1 2 3 4 5
call it rape.
If a girl doesn't say no she can't claim rape. 1 2 3 4 5
BEM Sex Role Inventory
Please indicate how well each of the following characteristics describes you by circlinz
the appropriate number. Please use the following 7 point scale: b
1= never or almost never true
2= usually not true
3= sometimes, but infrequently true
4= occasionally true
5= often true
6= usually true
7= always or almost always true
Self-reliant 1 2 3
4 5 6 7
Yielding 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Helpful 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Defends own beliefs 1 2 3
4 5 6 7
Cheerful 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Moody 1
2 3 4 5 6 7
Independent 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Shy 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Conscientious 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Athletic 1
2 3 4 5 6 7
Affectionate 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
Theatrical 1 2
3 4 5 6 7
J
Assertive
Flatterable
Happy
Strong personality
Loyal
Unpredictable
Forceful
Feminine
Reliable
Analytical
Sympathetic
Jealous
Has leadership abilities
Sensitive to the needs of others
Truthful
Willing to take risks
Understanding
Secretive
Makes decisions easily
Compassionate
Sincere
Self-sufficient
Eager to soothe hurt feelings
1
1
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
6 7
Conceited
Dominant
Soft -spoken
Likable
Masculine
Warm
Solemn
Willing to take a stand
Tender
Friendly
Aggressive
Gullible
Inefficient
Acts as a leader
Childlike
Adaptable
Individualistic
Does not use harsh language
Unsystematic
Loves children
Tactful
Ambitious
Gentle
Conventional
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
2 3 4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
5 6 7
5 6 7
5 6 7
5 6 7
5 6 7
567
567
567
567
567
567
567
567
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
GSS Questions
It is more important for a wife to help her husband's career than to have
one herself.
2 3 4
Most men are better suited emotionally for politics than are most women 1 2 3 4
A working mother can establish just as warm and secure a relationship
with her child as a mother who does not work. 234
A preschool child is likely to suffer if his or her mother works 1 234
It is much better for everyone involved if the man is the achiever outside the
Home and the women takes care of the family. 1 2 3 4
Mother Working and Egalitarian Family Assessments
Please circle the one number that best reflects your opinion. The scale ranges from 1 to 4;
1= strongly disagree
2= disagree
3= agree
4= strongly agree
Did your mother work when you were in elementary school?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Not Applicable
If yes, about how many hours did she work during an average week? ------
Did your mother work when you were in high school?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Not Applicable
If yes, about how many hours did she work during an average week? ------
Please circle the number response that best describes your family when you were in high
school
1. Lived with biological/adoptive parents
2. Parents divorced, lived primarily with mother only
3. Parents divorced, lived primarily with father only
4. Parents divorced, lived primarily with mother and stepfather
5. Parents divorced, lived primarily with father and stepmother
6. Parents divorced, lived part time with mother, part time with father
7. Other (please specify) ----------------
